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SERMON 
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$ 


SUNDAY before CuRIsTMAs-Dar, 1760, 


EPHESIANS, V. 16. 
Mr Fe. time, Pecaue the days are evil. - 


HE N the great e of the Albe- 
nians was queſtioned concerning the na- 
5 ture of their government, and the pro- 
priety of his ſeveral inſtitutions; he did not under- 
take to vindicate his laws as a complete ſyſtem, nor 
to aſſert, that the conſtitution he had founded was 
the moſt perfect that could have been deviſed; he 
. only 
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only maintained that they were ſuited to the ſtate 
and diſpoſitions of his countrymen; that they were 


the beſt which the Athenians were capable of re- 


ceiving. | 


Thus, upon a review of the ſeveral charitable foun- 
dations, which diſtinguiſh and adorn this Metropo- 
lis, rendering it as well the happieſt, as it is the 
greateft of cities, if it hould happen, that any per- 
ſons are not convinced of the neceſſity of ſome, or 
the beneficial tendency of others, conſidered in a 
general view; it might ſuffice for the particular ad- 
vocates of any of theſe foundations to ſhew that the 
ſociety they patronize is well adapted to the exigen- 
cies of the times, that it anfwers the end of its in- 
ſtitution, and that ſuch an end is become neceſſary 
or deſireable. | at 4 


Maxims of poliey muſt be reſtricted in their ap- 
plication, by the circumſtances of perſons and things. 
It muſt be granted, that, in a leſs advanced ſtate 
of our public manners, and during the virtuous: 
Himplicity of leſs poliſhed ages, one or two eſta- 
bliſhments, that are now much attended to, and 
which have engaged the protection of the great, 
though they would always do honour to the huma- 
nity of their founders, would not fo clearly have evi- 
denced their judgment. The zealous admirers of 
ancient manners would have diſapproved of them, 

as. 
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as breaches of public diſcipline ; the ſevere virtue of 
others would have been offended at ſuch conſidera- 
tion and indulgence ſhewn to the moſt profligate of 
mankind; | Lycargus would have rejected ſuch inſti- 
tutions from his ſtrict Spartan government, though 
Solon would have yielded them admiſſion among his 
more refined and leſs exemplary Athenians. 


But whatever prejudices may lie againſt the deſign 
of ſuch foundations, or whatever reaſons may incline 
ſome to diſtruſt their ſucceſs, (which time, no doubt, 
will remove) it is the peculiar happineſs of hrs ſo- 
ciety, to be erected on a plan that is clear from every 
ſhadow of objection. In whatever light we con- 
template your generous labours, they will command 
univerſal approbation. The politician cannot but 
applaud an inſtitution ſo directly pointing to the ad- 
vantage of the common-wealth ; the virtuous man 
cannot be indifferent to acts of beneficence, exerted 
towards the natural and trueſt objects of compaſſion ; 
and the Chriſtian will not fail to beg the blefling of 


Heaven on ſo exact and faithful an imitation of the 


unbounded charity of his Saviour. 
A 


Shall we then dwell a little on each of theſe heads; 
and conſider this ſanctuary of the diſtreſſed in the ſeveral 
views of policy, humanity, and religion? This may 
be a means of illuſtrating the nature and importance 
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of its inſtitution, and of doing ſome juſtice to the 
merit of its ſupporters. 


That it is of no little conſequence to the general 
community to promote and preſerve to every indivi- 
dual of the ſex their genuine ornaments of purity 
and chaſtity, might be preſumed even from this ſin- 
ole conſideration, that nature appears to have made 
this their characteriſtic excellence, to have furniſhed 
them with a more delicate ſentiment of modeſty, 
and a ſtronger abhorrence of impurity, than is ob- 
ſervable in men; and that univerſal cuſtom has ſe- 
conded this kind proviſion of nature, appropriating 
the term of duirtue in women to this ſingle point of 
honour, as in men, it is applied, in. ſeveral lan- 
guages, by way of eminence, to denote the maſcu- 
line qualities of fortitude and magnanimity.. 


But the importance of this accompliſhment will 
be further evident, if we attend to the evil-and ruin 
which muſt inevitably follow, as far as the want of 
it prevails, to civil fociety. Were conjugal infidelity: 
to become common, were the characters of an 
Agrippina or a Meſſalina no longer ſhocking or ex- 
traordinary, the conſequence muſt needs be, that 
the marriage union would ſoon grow into diſuſe. 
Would any man think of forming that moſt intimate 
alliance with ſuch abandoned aſſociates, with whom 
he could not even hope for harmony and peace? 


I Deſtitute- 
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Deſtitute of that ſweet intercourſe of friendſhip, 
which endears this ſociety, and conſtitutes its pe- 
euliar bliſs; Stranger to that generous ſympathy, 


thoſe kind ſollicitudes and officious cares, which 
unite the hearts of lovers, and feed the vigorous 


flame of a never-dying paſſion; what remains for 


the wretched huſband, but to drink the fouleſt dregs 
of the cup of pleaſure, made inſipid by coldneſs, 
poiſoned by diſguſt? Vet, though deprived of all 
matrimonial comfort, let him not therefore hope for 
an exemption from domeſtic miſery : let him 
dread the burthen of children he cannot acknow- 
ledge, for whom he could have no feeling of paren- 
tal tenderneſs, and whoſe very ſight, inſtead of in- 
ſpiring delight-and Joy, muſt pierce his mind with 
the ſharpeſt ſtings of ignominy and reproach: 


In ſhort, matrimony and chaſtity would be at an 
end together: Matrimony, that holy eſtate, inſti- 
tuted by God, in the time of man's innocence. The 
foundation of — relations dear, and all the tender 
names — of father, ſon, or brother, — muſt then 
never more be heard of! But what is the event? 
Matrimony. is the ſource of population; while proſti- 


tution is ever curſed with barrenneſs, and ſeldom has 


any fruit but diſeaſe. and deſpair, (a ſtrong teſtimony 
that nature never intended ſuch an abuſe of our ap- 
petites), the faithful marriage-bed generally teems 
with fertility and increaſe, bleſſes the parent's hopes, 

with 


; 
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with a happy offspring, and ſtrengthens and ſupports 
the community, by an addition to its members. 


And as thus Society owes no leſs than its very 
being and continuance to this prolific union, we 
find, that, in all well-policied governments, an un- 
wearied application has been given to encourage and 
promote it: that fornication and adultery have been 
puniſhed as crimes againſt -the State, as well as 
againſt Religion: on the one hand, the higheſt 
marks of honour and diſtinction, accompanied with 
the moſt valuable privileges, have been conferred on 
the fathers of numerous families ; on the other, men 
have been fined, and rendered infamous, for refuſing, 
at a proper age, to enter into nuptial engagements. 
But wherefore this artificial management? Why 
call in the civil aids of reward and puniſhment, to 
inforce the ſtrong ſuggeſtions of nature? External 


conſtraint will vainly operate, where deſire is net 


awakened and prompted from within. Give us 
partners ſuch as God deſigned them. Let us ſee 
your matrons faithful and exemplary, and your 
maidens virtuous and diſcreet; leave then the reſt to 
nature: ſhe will never fail to bind the connubial tye 


as frequently as the utmoſt wants of ſociety can re- 


quire. — Formed as we are with a ſtrong ſenſibility 
of the charms of beauty; ſuſceptible of the ſoft. 
impreſſions, ſubmiſſive to the winning graces, and 
drawn by the powerful attraction, of female virtue, 

— * 
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the matrimonial intereſt will ever prevail among us, 
when nature is not corrupted or perverted from her 
courſe. - 


Let it not be underſtood, that we would inſinuate 
ſo unjuſt a reflection on the virtuous part of the fe- 
male world, as that the defect of that influence, 
which the good of the public demands their ſex 
ſhould have over the males, is at all chargeable on 
them. Characters of real excellence will never fail to 
maintain and evince their true ſterling worth; though, 
fallen among counterfeits, they, for ſome time, paſs 
undiſtinguiſhed, and loſe their due portion of eſteem. 


It is to the profligate part of the ſex, to thoſe 
that are loſt to virtue and to ſhame, that we may 
juſtly aſcribe the backwardneſs of men to enter into 
the married ſtate, and the conſequent loſs which the 
nation feels in its ſtrength and populouſneſs, While 
theſe expoſe their venal endearments to the giddy, 
and the unthinking; while the appetite, implanted 
by nature, for the propagation of mankind, is, by 
theſe, rendered abortive, or, by their unhallowed 
gratification, becomes even the means of human de- 
ſtruction; the ſacred paſſion of Love is entirely ſunk 
and loſt; and the brutal uſurper that fills its room, 
Inſtead of leading its hapleſs votaries to the Hy- 
mencal union, joins with Avarice in repreſenting and 
aggravating its difficulties and inconveniences. Miſ- 


led 
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led by ſuch ſeduction, and, at length, broken and 
ruined in his health and conſtitution, the ſlave of 


vice thinks too late of a reformation, of returning 
into the paths of ſobriety and virtue. 


The number of thoſe unhappy females, who, 
within theſe cities, lead lives of profligacy and de- 
bauchery, is computed to amount to a conſiderable 
part of the whole ſex. The number of the males 
mult be ſtill more conſiderable, who, captivated. by 
the others wiles, either fall into habits of barren ce- 
libacy, or have their days cut ſhort by ignominious 
diſeaſes. And what is the worſt circumſtance for 
the public, the men who are thus loſt to poſterity 
are moſt commonly thoſe of eaſy or affluent fortunes, 
thoſe who, of all others, have no reaſon, from their 
employments, or indigence, to delay, or to refuſe, the 
payment of that debt, which they owe to their 
can. 


What a melancholy proſpect is here preſented of 
the human ſpecies! It was time to endeavour after 
a remedy for this growing evil; or the deſolation of 
our country, the utter extirpation of mankind, 
would finally have enſued. | 


The part which the Ki of this Sockets have 
8 for the accompliſhment of this noble and ne- 


ceſſary deſign, is what reaſon would dictate, and com- 
mon 
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mon ſenſe muſt approve. To prevent the contagion 


of debauchery from ſpreading to a future generation, 
is a more promiſing attempt, than to aim at a cure, 


where the plague is begun. When a city is on fire, 


you will more eaſily ſtop the conflagration by cutting 
off its communication with the parts that are yet en- 
| tire, than by ſtriving to extinguiſh and fave the build- 
ings already in flames. Indeed the latter ſhould not 
be omitted, wherever there are hopes of ſucceſs. 
Where there is the leaſt proſpect of reclaiming to 
virtue a fallen character, it ſhould certainly be at- 
tempted. For in a political, as well as in a religious 
view, repentance is merit. But if mere habits of 
thinking, if ſpeculative opinions are obſerved to take 
ſuch deep root, even in the minds of philoſophers, 
that demonſtration cannot ſometimes ſhake them, ſo 
that truth has been forced to appeal to a future ge- 
neration, as yet untainted with prejudice, before 
ſhe could eſtabliſh her throne; what is to be 
thought of confirmed habits of acting; of cuſtoms 
long eſtabliſhed, by actions repeatedly renewed, by 
paſſions irregularly gratified, and therefore ircegular- 
ly craving, when all ſenſe of modeſty is loſt, when 
the, checks of ſhame, and even the ſtings of con- 
ſcience, are no longer fe't or known? Can the 
AEthioptan change his ſkin, or the Leopard his ſpots ? 
There is indeed a bare poſſibility, and that is all, 

of working a reformation in characters ſo flagrantly 


vicious, in ſuch veteran, habituated ſinners. | 
C 1 
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To the praiſe of your prudence, You have-pro- 
ceeded on a leſs deſperate attempt, You have ſought 
out the cauſes that naturally expoſe the female 
heart to this pernicious fin, that by removing their 
operation you might prevent their effect. The moſt. 
obvious and general of theſe cauſes appeared to be 
poverty and diftreſs, the want of a parent's care to 
form the tender mind, or ſupport the yet infirm 
body, when cither death had taken them away from 
their orphan children, or flagitious vice had made 
them unfeeling and relentleſs, and capable of for- 
ſaking their own offspring. In ſuch hopeleſs cir- 
cumſtances, there is even a moral certainty that the 
infant breaſt muſt be cortupted, muſt practiſe de- 
bauchery, even before it feels deſire. Other kinds 
of diſtreſs, akin to the former, will, doubtleſs, 
next engage your care; till, at length, as your So- 
ciety increaſes, every ſpecies of misfortune, that can 
befall an innocent female, and that is likely to become 
an occaſion of fin, ſhall here, we truſt, find an aſy- 
lum and refuge ;—'till diſtreſs ſhall then no longer be 
an incentive and temptation to profligacy, but ſhall 
become, and by your means, the happy inftrument 
of preſerving female virtue. 


| And although, in the preſent ſtate of things, this 
may appear chimerical ; though, in the preſent de- 


luge of vice and impurity, your little ſanctuary of 
3 female 
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female honour may appear like the ark of Noah, 
floating upon an over-flowed and drowned world, 
yet be not diſcouraged by the vaſtneſs of the enter- 
prize; that ſingle fabrick was ſufficient to preſerve 
the whole animal race from deſtruction; and, by 
the bleſſing of Providence, this wiſe inſtitution, 
though at preſent in a confined infant ſtate, may, in 
its end and conſequences, become effectual to the 
preſervation of the whole female nation. 


— 


Nor are the preſent effects of your care too un- 
important to engage he public attention. 


That little pen of females, born to houſhold 
care, and the ſervice and conduct of families, * muſt 
have purity untainted by vice, or the breath of evil 
fame, accompanied with ſome degrees of knowledge 
and ſkill, before they will be qualified even for the 
loweſt ſtations for which Providence may have de- 
ſigned their lives. Early informed in virtue, they 
ſhall become diligent and faithful ſervants; and 

having, by theſe neceſſary accompliſhments, recom- 
mended themſelves to the virtuous and induſtrious of 
the other ſex, they ſhall practiſe with credit the ma- 
tron duties, as good wives, and mothers of a nume- 
rous iſſue, Had the foundation of theſe qualities, a 
good education, been denied them, they muſt have 
been ſent forth a naked difenccteli multitude, un- 
prepared: to ſtand the ſiege of libidinous fury, to 
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evade the wily approaches of inſidious paſſion ; and 
ſo, maſtered by the firſt temptation, they would have 
taſted the fatal fruit of forbidden pleaſure, which 
would ſoon have opened. their eyes to a view of their 
ruin.—From this unhappy period, every page of the 
female hiſtory. is overcaſt with miſery and horrour. 
They become a burthen to themſelves alike, and to 
the ſtate, which, ſupports them, For no ſooner is the 
virgin's heart, made, the captive of ſin, than it be- 
comes a faithleſs renegade to its former virtues, takes 


the pay of vice, and practiſes in turn all the deluſive 


arts, for the treachery and baſeneſs of which its own 
fall became the object of pity. Converts, whether 


in opinion or practice, go directly into the other ex- 


treme. That veſtal modeſty, the guardian oſ its 
for ſaken innocence, is ſucceeded in the fallen female 
by a frontleſs impudence, the pander of the vileſt 
proſtitution, prompting her to work all uncleanneſs 
with greedineſs, and from ſin to become moſt ex- 
ceeging ſinful, 


23 the ak, W ſhould 3 that 
every ſingle female, whom the care of this Society 
has ſaved from that pollution, is a brand ſnatched 
from the fire, which otherwiſe might have conſumed 
themſelves. Vour Sons, Vourſelves might poſſibly 
have been led aſtray by her harlot lure. If it be an 
affront to the ſteady virtue of any here preſent to 
ſpppels them liable to be A Les by ſuch weak 


2 ny aſſailants, 
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aſſailants, let them reflect, that there is ſuch a thing 
as being too ſufficient. The Apoſtle directs him 
that ſtandeth to take heed leſt he fall. It is too 
exalted a ſtrain for human nature to multiply tem- 
ptations, in order to approve our reſolution in with- 
ſtanding them, and voluntarily to demand the fire 
ordeal, in order to atteſt our innocence, 


I have been long on this topic -of the prudence 
and good policy of the inſtitution before us; but, 
I hope, I ſhall alſo have your attention, while I 
diſpatch, in a few words, the two remaining heads 
of humanity and religion. 


II. There are ſome ſublime tempers, whoſe bene- 
volence diſdains all ſelf-regards, and ſcorns to pro- 
ceed on maxims of prudence ; who endeavour to 
imitate the Deity himſelf, by the practice of diſin- 
tereſted charity; at leaſt, ſhut their eyes to every 
proſpect of temporal good, while their hands are 
open to ſuccour the miſerable! To ſuch we need 
only preſent objects of wretchedneſs, and we imme- 
diately light up the virtue of compaſſion ; before 
them poverty ſmiles, and is relieved. Now can any 
condition be more truly pitiable than that of helpleſs 
orphans, deſtitute of a parent's aſſiſtance to form their 
minds, by that inſtruction which human nature re- 
quires, in order to the due exertion of its faculties, 

and 
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and thereby deprived of all that happineſs in civil 
life, which they were born indeed with capacities to 
enjoy, but, from the misfortune of their birth, they 
muſt for ever loſe, without your foſtering, parental 
tenderneſs ? 


Some kinds of pity the ſevere moraliſt is ready to 
condemn as a weakneſs — When Vice is made a 
public example of puniſhment, or even when Folly 
incurs the diſtreſſes conſequent upon its unwary pur- 


_ - ſuits, the Sage will not allow the ſenfible heart to be 


moved, to drop the tear of ſympathy, or heave one 
ſigh of ſadneſs. — But when not Vice nor Polly, 
but Innocence, is unfortunate; when the young 
plants of nature's choiceſt production, that might be 
nouriſhed to a plentiful harveſt of virtue, are pining 


and languiſhing in a thirſty ſoil, and for want of the 
kindly dews of benevolence muſt wither where they 
ſprung ; who can blame the compaſſionate relieving 
boſom ? It is wiſdom, it is not effeminacy to be 
ſoftened to pity by ſuch objects, and he is the great- 
eſt hero who ſinks the ſooneſt. 


Indulge then, here indulge, all You who hear 
me, the tendereſt ſentiments. with which Humanity | 
can inſpire you on the preſent occaſion. And when, 
from reflecting on the happy eſcape from ſin and 
miſery, which this little flock of God have made 

through 
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through the bounty of their founders, and on the 
numbers that are yet left behind a prey to infamy, 
You feel that conviction in your hearts of the uſe of 
this eſtabliſhment; which ſurpaſſes the cold aſſent of 
the underſtanding; let us exhort you to promote 
what you approve. 


The motives for the proſecution of this benevo- 
lent deſign, ſuggeſted by the view we have already 
taken of our ſubject, are rational and affecting; but 
they will appear but weak and trivial, when com- 
pared with thoſe ſtrong incitements, with which 
Chriftianity inforces this labour of love. I ſhould 
vainly endeavour, at the cloſe of this diſcourſe, to 
ſet before you all the glorious promiſes, convincing 
arguments, lively repreſentations, and moſt pathetic 
admonitions, with which the Saviour of mankind, 
whoſe life was a continued courſe of univerſal cha- 
rity, defired to provoke his followers to the ſame 
bleſſed practice: that would be to tranſcribe every 
page of the New Teſtament. I muſt recall to your 
minds every important paſſage in the hiſtory of our 
Redeemer, before I could hope to execute at large 
the picture of Chriſtian beneficence. 1 mult have 
formed to you the character of a moſt auguſt Being, 
enlightened with every ray of the Godhead, but 
ſubmitting, with the nobleſt condeſcenſion, to be 
cloathed with human fleſh and frailty, to ſave from 
inevitable ruin a periſhing race of .creatures. And 
when 


26 
when he had ſtooped to this abaſement, and was 
found in the faſhion of a man, you muſt have ſeen 
him, for the ſame generous purpoſe, ſubje& himſelf 
to the loweſt wretchedneſs, miſery, and diſtreſs, . of 
which that condition was capable, throughout a long 
courſe of painful exhortation. After this divine 
Pilgrim had exemplified in his actions every human 
virtue, illuſtrated and gilded over with a profuſion 
of goodneſs, I muſt have ſet him forth to your 
view, accuſed as a ſeditious blaſphemer ; impriſoned 
by the hands he had ſet free ; arraigned, judged, and 
condemned, by the very people, whoſe happineſs had. 
been the purſuit of his life. — The arduous work 
of beneficence, which he had: undertaken, was not 
to be accompliſhed without his death. And if, af- 
ter the preceding ſcene of unparallelled generoſity, 
your hearts could have endured the horrid ſpectacle, 
You ſhould have ſeen Him, who had legions of 
Angels at his command, and could have called all 
the powers of nature to his aid, yielding himſelf 
to the weak malice of his ungrateful creatures, ſub- 
mitting to the moſt ignominious death, for their 
ſakes who inflicted it upon him. 


Amidſt bonds and buffetings, reproaches and 
ſtripes, he walks forth undaunted to the fatal hill of 
Calvary ; ſees, and is forced to aſſiſt, the horrid pre- 


parations of torment, and at laſt — but it is beyond 


deſcription Nature itſelf drew a veil over the dread- 
I ful 


1 — — — — ͤ—ã— —— — — — 


7] 


ful feene — the light of the world was withheld -— - 


the Sun could not hold a crucified Saviour What 
wonder, O bleſſed Immanuel, if the rocks rent, and 


the graves were qpened — if Earth trembled to its. 
center, and all creation ſympathiſed with thy. ſuffer- | 
ings? . And ſhall not the obdurate heart of man be. 


This ſhould have. 


molliſied by thy goodneſs? - 2 
been the principal figure i in tha draught of Chriſtian 
beneficence, which, it is beyond my abilities to paint, 

and my preſumption to attempt. A ſorm, which all 
the Hierarchies of Heaven muſt gaze upon with ad. 
miration, while Man, his redeemed creature, ſhould 


approach with humbleſt worſhip, and weakly ſtrive 


to imitate ſuch ditintereſted Bounty! 
i 1 


But, in * this great example of perfect 


goodneſs, I have perhaps gone counter to my inten- 


tion. For will not the brighteſt inſtances of human 


benefits, the moſt generous and bountiful actions 


Men do to each other loſe all their light, when ſet in 


the ſplendour of ſuch heavenly beneficence? Have 
we not then caſt a-ſhade on the preſent Inſtitution, 
inſtead of ſetting it off to advantage, and ſatirized, 
where we meant an encomium ? — But ſuch is equal- 
ly the caſe of all human virtue, when compared with 
the divine. So faint is the reſemblance, ſo lame and 


imperfect a copy are our beſt actions, when viewed 


together with the gracious benevolence of Chriſt to 
Mankind. Happily it is not in the degree, but the 
D 


kind 
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kind of actions, that we are required to be perfect, 
as God is perfect. It is in the ſort of behaviour, 
not in the high accompliſhment of it, that we are to 
follow the exact pattern of our Saviour's life.” And 
let it be remembered, as the higheſt praiſe of the 
promoters of this Society, that we are all able to 
trace their likeneſs to the condu of Him, who com- 
manded young children to be brought unto bim, and ex- 
horted all men to follow their innocency. - Yerily I 
ſay unto you, that whoſoever ſhall not receive the bing- 
dom of God as @ little child, be fhall not enter therein. 
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